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STATEMENT  IN THE SENATE ON

APRIL 22, 2008  ON RISING FOOD PRICES
BY THE HONOURABLE PETER TAYLOR,

MINISTER OF LEGAL AFFAIRS
Mr. President, Honourable Members, I am authorized by the Cabinet to make this statement on the global issue of rising food prices. The Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago continues to be concerned about the availability, as well as the rising costs of basic commodities.  

 Therefore as Minister with responsibility for Consumer Affairs, permit me to apprise this Honourable House of the following:

a. the reality facing the nation with respect to rising food prices

b. The global issue of the supply of and demand for food.
c. the main reasons for increases in food prices, both locally and internationally;

d.  the Government’s strategy to minimize the impact of spiraling food prices   

BACKGROUND

Mr. President, the issue of rising food prices is without doubt one of the most pressing challenges confronting us all,  the Government and the people of Trinidad and Tobago and indeed Governments the world over.

THE WORLD ECONOMY: 

There are several factors, Mr. President, currently contributing to the world food situation. Briefly, these are:

· land use, 

· increasing fuel costs, 

· the emerging bio-fuels market, 

· reduced exports by grain producing countries,

· Weather conditions and animal diseases.
· Growing consumption by China and India. 

  These factors, when closely examined, would show that:

1. There has been a fundamental shift in food producing land usage during the period 2003-2005. Russia and Ukraine removed some 23 million hectares of arable land from production, 90% of which were formerly used for grain production. Moreover Russia and Argentina now retain their wheat stocks for domestic use rather than using them for export. 
2. The food or fuel dilemma is evident in the fact that the emerging bio- fuels market is now a new and significant source of demand for agricultural commodities such as sugar, corn, cassava, oilseeds and palm oil. These commodities, which have been used predominantly as food, are now being grown as feedstock, and are being used to produce bio – fuels in the USA and Brazil. Bio-fuels such as ethanol are being used in motor cars as a substitute for gasoline. 
3. The emergence of China and India, each with a population of 1.3 billion and 1.1 billion respectively, onto the world economy is  causing an unprecedented increase in the demand for wheat, corn and other staples, a direct consequence of the improvement in living standards in those countries;

4. The high price of crude oil of over 110 US Dollars per barrel is a double-edged sword for Trinidad and Tobago. While expected to affect national revenue positively, it will result in higher manufacturing and transportation costs, with the effect of increasing food prices both locally and globally.

5. Global warming and the accompanying ill effects of climate change have adversely impacted the availability of staples. Severe drought on the one hand has affected wheat production in Australia, and winter floods in China, on the other, have devastated that country’s rice crop. Also, Australia and New Zealand, two of the major producers of milk, experienced severe droughts over the last two years, causing reductions in the stocks of cattle for milk production. 

6. There has been a gradual reduction, by approximately 3 1/2 percent annually, in the level of global stocks of mainly cereals since the mid-1990s. Further, Mr. President, the  Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) has indicated that by the close of the 2008 season, world cereal stocks would have declined by a further 5 percent from their already reduced level at the start of the season, reaching the lowest level since 1982.

Not surprisingly, Mr. President these factors have had far reaching implications for both developed and developing countries alike, and have been the main cause of escalating  food price increases. 

THE SITUATION IN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO: 

Unquestionably, Mr. President, consumers worldwide are being forced to confront an “International Food Price Crisis.” May I remind this Honourable House and the national community, Mr. President, that Trinidad and Tobago is a relatively small and open economy and is exposed to the vagaries of the international situation in supply, demand and price of food. Our vulnerability is compounded by the fact that we have always been a net importer of food. 

Over the last three (3) years, we have experienced constant increases in the prices of food. Data from the Central Statistical Office suggests that for the twelve-month period ending November 2007 food price inflation in Trinidad and Tobago had registered an increase of 18.7 %. This is significantly below that of the World Food Price Inflation Index of 23%. 
Locally, food price inflation registered an increase of 20.7% in the twelve months to January 2008, compared with 16.8% in December 2007.

 Mr. President, the three main food groups that form components of the national diet and which are affected by this global price increase are: – 

1. dairy products, which increased on average by nearly 80 percent over the two year period  2006 to  2008;

2. oils which increased by  some 50 percent over the two year period 2006 to 2008; and

3. grains, such as corn and wheat which increased by 42 percent over the same period. 

THE GOVERNMENT’S RESPONSE 

From as early as 2002 and pre-dating this current Food Price Crisis, this Government embarked on a number of measures aimed at making food more affordable to every citizen, while continually striving to strengthen the nation’s food security by way of significantly enhancing our food production capability. From 2002 and continuing over the years, the government has been removing VAT from food items in particular – so that at this time some 29 basic food items are zero rated, including bread, flour, rice, sugar, milk, cheese, soya bean oil and pasta. I repeat Mr. President, there has been no VAT for several years now on 29 basic food items including bread, flour, rice, sugar, milk, cheese, soya bean oil and pasta. The Government’s intention then, as it is now, is to permit their sale to the general public at reduced prices. 

Unfortunately, these intended benefits to the consumer have not always materialized in the way the Government would have hoped. 
In order to ensure that our socially and economically disadvantaged citizens receive some relief, the Government in August 2006 launched a debit card system now known as the TT Card Programme.  This Programme provides social protection by promoting nutrition and food security to vulnerable households by allowing recipients to receive monthly cash credits toward their grocery purchases, thereby not only enhancing the security and dignity of these households but also ensuring that adequate food is available to these families.  Over 22,000 of persons are benefitting from the Programme which is being supported by over 150 supermarkets across the country.
In 2006 Cabinet appointed a Ministerial Task Force on Prices with a mandate to create measures to expand agricultural food production and thereby curtail the continuous rise in food prices. 

This Task Force developed a work programme for implementation by several Ministries and state agencies such as the National Agricultural Marketing and Development Company (NAMDEVCO), the National Flour Mills (NFM), the Chaguaramas Development Authority (CDA), and the Rural Development Company of Trinidad and Tobago (RDC).  

In August, 2007, as Honourable Members will recall, the Honourable Prime Minister presided over a National Consultation on Food Prices. Arising out of this national consultation, the Government has since been actively engaged in establishing mechanisms and policies for addressing food prices.  These mechanisms and policies include: 
1.
a Ministerial Committee for Food Prices and Inflation established in December of 2007 by Cabinet to ensure that there is timely realization of the recommendations  emerging from the consultation.

2.
the Prices Council and the Consumer Advisory Board established by Cabinet to advise the Minister with responsibility for Consumer Affairs on all matters pertaining to the issues surrounding prices in general and food prices in particular.  In that regard, the Cabinet has, in principle, approved the membership the Prices Council under the chairmanship of Dr. Sharon Hutchinson and the Consumer Advisory Board under the chairmanship of Mr. Brian Moore. 
3.
A Praedial Larceny Working Group comprising officials of the Ministry of National Security, the Office of the Attorney General, the Ministry of Legal Affairs and chaired by the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources has been established, that Group has already met and is to submit a first report to the Ministerial Committee on Food Prices and Inflation by April 30, 2008.
Mr. President, the Government’s strategies to address the challenges can be divided into three broad categories: Short, medium and long term. 

SHORT TERM

In the short term, the Government, through National Flour Mills, will continue distribution of key commodities already imported such as Lamb, Beef, Sardines, Ham, Turkey, Chicken, Fruit Juices, Milk, Cereal, Frozen Processed Meat and Oil. At the same time the Government is actively seeking out cheaper sources of imports particularly from our South and Central American neighbours. 
At the regional level, the Government is actively pursuing the Guyana Initiative through a combination of market driven and private sector led processes and Government to Government arrangements. In this regard, the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources has already completed a Pest Risk Analysis and fifteen (15) agricultural items, twelve of which, are food crops, have been approved for importation by anyone so interested into Trinidad and Tobago. These food crops are as follows:

· Dried Coconuts

· Peeled Coconuts (Green)

· Eddoes

· Ginger

· Pineapples
· Green Plantain

· Pumpkin

· Rice

· Rice Bran

· Bora Bean  - Bodi

· Limes
· Sweet Potato

Additionally, CARICOM remains committed to addressing the negative effects of the global food price crisis through the continuous review of the Common External Tariff (CET) regime.  At its Twenty Fourth Special Meeting, in March of this year, the Council of Trade and Economic Development (COTED) approved the suspension of the CET on some 34 Product Lines for a period of two years ending March 04, 2010; and as well as a range of juices for infant use for a period of six months until September 5, 2008. 

MEDIUM TERM

As part of a medium term strategy, Mr. President, the Government, through the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources is exploring a partnership with the Cunupia Farmers’ Association, which has proposed a Mixed Crop Enterprise to cultivate among other things, cassava, sweet potato, pumpkin, sorrel and hot peppers.  At  this time, the proposal entails use of some 500 acres of land. 
The Government is also addressing the needs of  the fishing industry and the small ruminant (sheep and goat) sector  in Trinidad & Tobago. To this end, the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources is assessing a proposal relating to the provision of affordable breeding stock for the sheep and goat sector.  Also, discussions have been held with the Tilapia Commodity Committee concerning its National Tilapia Industry Development Plan.  Further, Mr. President, the Rural Development Corporation is spearheading a project for  constructing a new fishing facility at Grand Chemin, Moruga and design work is well advanced with an expected start date for construction of August 2008.  This facility is expected to significantly increase the supply of fish to the nation. 
The Government of Trinidad and Tobago and Caroni (1975) Ltd. have undertaken to provide over 7000 two acre sized agricultural plots to former employees of Caroni. Many of these farmers have already commenced production on the plots that were assigned to them, a fact that is not widely known. Other plots are at varied stages of development and the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources is currently seeking Cabinet’s approval to have these leases executed. By June 30, 2008, at least  5700 of the 7000 plots would have had the necessary infrastructural requirements in place, enabling many, many more farmers to commence full scale production which will consequently result in more food being available to the nation.

Mr. President, this Government wishes to give the assurance to all small farmers that their continued support is required and remains integral in the fight in ensuring food security and therefore all possible support will be afforded them to ensure their continued viability. 
One such facility currently in place at five locations is the Farmers’ Market put in place by NAMDEVCO. The most recently launched is the Farmer’s Market at Point Fortin in conjunction with the Point Fortin Borough Corporation and the Ministry of Agriculture. This facility has capacity for 70 – 80 farmers and from all reports, both vendors and purchasers were quite pleased with the facility and the prices and the variety of the items on sale. By bringing producing farmers directly into contact with consumers, the middleman is cut out.  The farmers then get a higher price for their produce while the consumers are called upon to pay a lower price than would normally be the case, to the mutual benefit of both farmers and consumers.   Farmers’ Markets were launched last year at Debe, Macoya, Diego Martin and Valencia, and they all continue to be well patronized. NAMDEVCO intends to launch 3 more Farmers’ Markets this year and to this end, has held preliminary discussions with the Mayor of Chaguanas who has already  identified a tentative site for a Farmers’ Market.

Discussions have also been held with the Mayor of San Fernando with a view to expanding the Sunday morning market facility in Marabella. These discussions are continuing apace as well as with the Chairman of the Sangre Grande Regional Corporation to establish a similar facility in that district.
Mr. President, the establishment of these Farmers’ markets throughout the various municipalities is consistent with the thrust of the Ministry of Local Government to develop holistic and sustainable communities to provide market access and facilities for local products and services. So that, Mr. President, very soon the concept of the community Farmers’ Market will become part and parcel of our social and cultural fabric. 
LONG TERM

Mr. President, the key to reducing food prices is quite simply, to increase the supply. As part of its long term strategy therefore, the Government will significantly increase the amount of land available for agricultural production. To this end, the Chaguaramas Development Authority and the Ministry of Housing, Planning and the Environment have cooperated to establish a demonstration farm at Chaguaramas, utilizing the Cuban Agricultural Model. This Large Farm Project involves the operation of a 200 acre farm in Tucker Valley using three (3) types of technology overtime. In March 2008, a team from Trinidad and Tobago visited Cuba to review the Technical Co-operation Agreement and view first hand the various technologies being proposed for use here. The first batch of Cubans is due to arrive in Trinidad by July 2008 and the Farm is expected to bring to market its first produce using conventional agriculture by November 2008. 
Additionally, Mr. President, the Rural Development Company of Trinidad and Tobago (RDC) is responsible for the infrastructural development of   thirteen (13) commercial farms averaging between 100-300 acres on 6 sites across the country to produce a wide range of crops. Currently, submissions from interested investors for managing and operating these farms are being evaluated by a team chaired by the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources. 

Also, PCS Nitrogen,  an Ammonia Manufacturing Company has embarked upon the establishment  of a 75- acre demonstration and training centre large farm on land provided by the State,  with start up operation expected in August-September 2008.  This private sector driven model  should serve to inspire the replication of similar operations throughout the country. Crops to be harvested include sweet potato, cassava, tomatoes and paw paw. 

The Regularization of more than 6000 private cane-farmers who had tenancies with Caroni (1975) Limited or who were squatting on lands amounting to 12,000 in  acres is also being accelerated through collaborative efforts between Caroni (1975) Limited and the Office of the Commissioner of State Land.  
Mr. President, this Government’s approach to finding a sustained and far reaching solution to the problems of food supply is rooted in the philosophy and understanding of what constitutes a balanced meal, to which every citizen is entitled. 

A balanced meal is comprised of six (6) essential food groups, namely:
1. Carbohydrates (e.g. flour, rice and, ground provision)

2. Protein (meat, peas and beans)

3. Vegetables

4. Fruits,

5. Milk & milk products, and

6. Fats & oils.

The Government is positioning the agricultural industry to increase the supply of foods in each of the food categories in sufficient quantities to feed the entire nation adequately.

For instance, it is necessary that we increase substitutes for flour and rice since it is among the largest of the food groups necessary for adequate human nutrition. 

As we locate the food supply challenge within the context of the major food groups, the strategies being pursued will undoubtedly  address the challenge.  Permit me to explain:

Under Carbohydrates, the current initiatives will see a substantial increase in domestic production of root crops and starchy fruits such as cassava, sweet potato, eddoes, dasheen, breadfruit and plantains over the next three years.  This thrust will, in the main, bring some 20,000 acres of land into production, inclusive of the 3,000 acres under the Government’s large farms programme, 14,000 acres under the Caroni (1975) Ltd. land distribution programme and another 3,000 acres comprising private farms under the aegis of the Government’s sponsored National Agribusiness Development Programme being executed jointly with the Trinidad & Tobago Agribusiness Association. This will be effected over the next 18-24 months.

The increased use of root crops for processing byproducts such as flour, as substitutes for the traditional carbohydrate staples of wheat, rice, white potatoes and pasta, will require shifts in our taste and consumption patterns.

It is imperative, Mr. President, that we both accept and realize that if we are not to continuously remain completely vulnerable to the vagaries of the international market, we must quickly readjust our focus towards the consumption of more locally produced foodstuffs. We must, as far as it is possible, eat what we produce, and produce what we eat.
The question we must each ask ourselves is “Are we prepared to modify our eating habits and taste preferences?” For example, can we move from the use of wheat flour to the use of cassava flour which we can readily and economically produce in Trinidad and Tobago. 

Mr. President, initial steps have already been taken by the Consumer Affairs Division of the Ministry of Legal Affairs toward the formulation of a Food and Nutrition Policy that would foster a greater appreciation and consumption of locally grown products, all of which will soon become available in sufficiently large quantities and at affordable prices, as a result of the Government’s initiatives outlined above.

With respect to Protein, while we are reasonably self-sufficient in poultry, this industry relies heavily on imported feed, mainly corn and soya bean meal, and therefore remains vulnerable to price and supply shocks in the international grain markets. Mr. President, I wish to commend the Poultry Association which, over the past six months or so, has stood resolutely with the Government to find creative measures to keep the price of chicken within affordable limits. 
Mr. President, I am happy to report that the price of chicken has fallen over the past few weeks and based on the prices collected by officers of the Consumer Affairs Division, the average price of chicken has dropped by 20 cents per pound. From $5.93 the weekend of the 12th and 13th April to $5.73 on the weekend of the 19th and 20th April
The Government will actively pursue the use of cassava as an appropriate substitute for corn for poultry feed, as is the practice both in parts of Europe and South America. Therefore over the medium to long term, sufficient acreages of cassava will be cultivated to replace corn as the energy source in poultry feeds and invariably this will exert downward pressures on the price of chicken even further.

The Government’s current local food production drive will also generate substantial quantities of legumes (peas and beans) which will make available to the population a ready source of high quality non-meat protein. Emphasis will be placed on the tilapia fish industry so as to ensure a ready source of protein to consumers.

As it relates to Fruits and Vegetables, the Government is confident that over the next eighteen months, the country will see a considerable increase in the supply of local fruits and vegetables, and therefore more stable prices of these items than presently obtains. Already, there are reports of significant reductions in some vegetable prices; in that regard the Retail Price Index prepared by the Central Statistical Office shows price reductions for tomatoes, pumpkin and melongene for the month of March 2008.
Price stability will be achieved as production gradually begins to increase due to the 20,000 additional acres of land being brought under cultivation. 

This new production thrust will also see the production of broccoli, lettuce, cauliflower, cantaloupe and honey dew melon among others.

There is no overemphasizing the fact that the need to rely on locally produced food will increase as global realities make imported foods increasingly scarce and increasingly expensive.

Mr. President, the Government is proceeding apace to implement the necessary measures to expand domestic food production.  In the meantime, we will continue to adopt measures to alleviate the current hardships faced by consumers, particularly through our collaboration with the National Flour Mills in respect of the timely and widespread distribution of flour and other products to all parts of Trinidad and Tobago.

Mr. President, a word about the recent difficulties in accessing flour. 

The shortfall in the supply of flour on supermarket shelves at this time has more to do with the temporary closure of the Nutrimix Flour Mills at Point Lisas for expansion than with anything else.  Nutrimix supplied some 45% of total domestic consumption of flour. 

With the unexpected temporary closure of Nutrimix, National Flour Mills has once again become the sole supplier of flour. The company has given the assurance that it has the capacity to supply the local market. This has however been constrained by the need for it to expand its distribution capability which it is now in the process of addressing.  Nutrimix is expected to be back in production by year’s end at latest. Mr. President, there is currently no shortage of flour in Trinidad and Tobago. There is therefore no need for persons to purchase greater quantities than they would normally have done.
Neither is there any need for sellers to hoard their supplies thereby creating an artificial shortage.

The Ministry of Legal Affairs, particularly the Consumer Affairs Division, will continue to be a sleepless guardian in its quest to ensure that our citizens are spared the most devastating effects of the international food crisis. 

But Mr. President, as a nation and as a people, we must accept and acknowledge the inescapable reality, that the world as we have come to know it, has changed irrevocably and there is no turning back the hands of time.

We enjoy the benefits of living in a world of market liberalization, of free trade in goods and services, where every conceivable item is available to us virtually on our door step. So too must we accept the attendant costs that accompany such market liberalization. We are not immune from the negative aspects of living in a global village, where what affects one affects all, as is the case of a world increase in food prices. 

So the challenge confronting a mother in Trinidad and Tobago of budgeting her fixed income is the same challenge being faced by mothers the world over. 

As consumers we have a vital role to play in treating responsibly with this complex problem of food price inflation. We must not lose sight of the fact that ultimately, it is our responsibility to manage our finances by budgeting, shopping wisely, making clear distinctions between needs and wants, luxuries and necessities, and of course, saving. Many of our parents, on much smaller incomes than we enjoy today, were able to care for the family, educate their children, and still save for a rainy day. We must now adopt many of those self same values of thrift and economical spending.

Are those of us with undeveloped land space around our homes willing to re embrace the traditions of our grandparents and develop kitchen gardens for growing lettuce, cabbage, chive, parsley and other vegetables and legumes. 
Are those of us who cultivate ornamental flowers disposed to increasing our food self sufficiency utilizing some of that space for growing tomatoes, spinach, ochroes and pigeon peas for instance? Such home grown foods are not inconsistent with our family traditions. By so doing, we would be making an invaluable contribution towards containing this relentless rise in food prices.  The Consumer Affairs Division of the Ministry of Legal Affairs, through its Consumer Outreach Programme, has been distributing packets of seeds for Tobago pigeon peas, pumpkin, bodi, ochroe, corn and hot pepper which were obtained from the World Food Day Committee.

In this regard, I wish to commend to the population the Grow Box initiative of the Ministry of Agriculture, which is an outreach programme where the Ministry has been training and encouraging persons with limited land space, to start their own gardens by providing seedlings, bagasse, sharp sand and concrete blocks. This programme has been having tremendous success and the Ministry of Agriculture is currently seeking alternatives to  bagasse, like rice and coffee hulls. The public is invited to contact the Ministry of Agriculture’s Regional Administration (North) Office located at Farm Road, Curepe for further details.

Those of us who are vendors, also have a responsibility to each other and to the nation. The Consumers Affairs Division has been inundated with reports from consumers who have complained that some supermarkets are making it a condition of purchase of flour and rice that they must spend some minimum quantity in order to purchase a “ration” of rice and flour.
Only today a daily newspaper carried a report that a taxi driver from San Juan went to a supermarket to purchase a pack of rice and he was told that he could not purchase the rice unless he purchased a minimum of $200.00 worth of groceries.  

What this means Mr. President is that persons are being forced to buy items that they do not need or can ill afford.  This behaviour reflects the more distasteful aspects of our human nature.  

Mr. President, this Government wishes to inform all concerned that Section 8 of the Consumer Protection Act Chap. 82:34 defines “consumer trade practice” as any practice carried on in connection with the supply of goods to consumers and which relates inter alia, :
i. to the terms and conditions, under which goods or services are  supplied ;

ii. to methods of salesmanship employed in dealing with consumers;

iii. to methods of demanding or securing payment for goods or services supplied;

Mr. President,  Section 12 of the said Act, provides that where it appears to the Director of Consumer Affairs that a consumer trade practice, is likely to have the effect of subjecting consumers to undue pressure to enter into transactions; 
or where the terms and conditions are so adverse to them as to be inequitable, the Director is empowered to recommend to the Minister of Legal Affairs that he make an Order to prohibit the practice of imposing conditions for the sale of goods and services as specified in the Order.  This Order, Mr. President, shall be subject to affirmative resolution in Parliament.  
This Government therefore serves fair notice to all concerned that it will not hesitate to implement the necessary legislation as it is empowered to do to discourage any such adverse trade practices which are inimical to the best interests of consumers.

Mr. President, the international food price crisis is real. There can be no escaping the pervasive nature of this problem.

The crisis is being driven by new sources of demand for food, the burgeoning middle classes of India and China, numbering in their millions who are demanding foods that they were previously unable to afford.

The impact of higher oil prices on food production and food transportation, the removal of substantial acreages from agricultural production in the USA, Brazil, Russia and the Ukraine, to produce bio-fuels.

Climate change affecting weather systems, is causing unprecedented droughts in some major food producing countries and sustained floods in others.

The Government of Trinidad and Tobago, nevertheless, refusing to be distracted by those who, as we have seen, only have solutions when they do not have responsibility for managing the nation’s affairs, is determined to respond to the challenge posed by high food prices, by assiduously promoting its policy initiatives which, by their very implementation, would contribute to sustained national development.

Mr. President,  more onerous to our citizens than the global factors over which we have no control, is the troubling issue of profiteering that is taking place to the economic  and social detriment of us all.  There is no denying the fact that for some time now, the price of food at the retail end of the spectrum  has been increasing by leaps and bounds, in a manner that bears little relationship to the  increases in the imported prices of food items.  For example,  why should the price of a soft drink at the retail end  increase from $3.00  to $5.00 in the space of a mere four months?  Why should the price of indigenous foods such as doubles and bake and shark increase by 75%  in the space of three months when there has not been a corresponding increase in the price of raw materials and other inputs such as labour, equipment and overheads to this extent? 

In the Government’s view this naked profiteering cannot be countenanced, and is indeed an objectionable practice.  There are many who have come to the realization that the average citizen now has a greater disposable income to spend on consumer items and as such are prepared to go to unreasonable lengths to exploit the volatility in the food industry for their selfish aims.

This unfortunate state of affairs suggests that such persons do not appreciate or understand that in times of adversity we all have a civic and moral responsibility to protect the more vulnerable in our society.  

We must understand that there is a price to be paid for social peace.  And that social peace can only be attained when all recognize and accept their responsibility to be each other’s keeper.  

The Government therefore issues a call to all stakeholders, indeed to every citizen of Trinidad and Tobago to place the national interest above profiteering and the desire for unreasonable personal enrichment.  In the face of this international food price crisis we must all be resolute and responsible to enable Trinidad and Tobago  to effectively surmount this challenge.  

 Mr. President, what this nation needs therefore above all, is faith and courage. The citizens must have the faith, because, rest assured this Government has the courage.

Mr. President, I Thank You.
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