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         Ministry of Legal Affairs

        corporate communications unit    

         3 Duncan St., POS

          623 2979/625 4737 (fax)

TO: NEWS EDITORS
Friday, August 06, 2010

Evacuation of ministry of legal affairs building
The Ministry of Legal Affairs building, Registration House, 72- 74 South Quay, Port of Spain, had to be evacuated shortly before after 8 o’clock this morning, when it was noticed that smoke was coming from an air conditioning vent.

Well-established security protocols were immediately activated, including evacuation of staff and members of the public. The fire services were contacted and an appliance from the Wrightson Road Fire Station responded within five minutes. After a thorough inspection of the building, responding officers pronounced the building safe and reported that the smoke emanated from a malfunctioning air conditioning unit on the second floor which houses the Registrar General’s Department.
We are pleased to report that as of 9am business at the Ministry, including the Registrar General’s Department, resumed as per usual and staff were back at their desks assisting our valued customers.
The Honourable Minister of Legal Affairs, Mr. Prakash Ramadhar, and Permanent Secretary Mr. Bernard Sylvester, who were both on hand to oversee activities, personally thanked the public for their patience as well as the Fire Services for their speedy response and professionalism. 

The Ministry of Legal Affairs apologises for any inconvenience caused by this delay and sincerely thanks the public for their patience and continued co- operation.








             END OF RELEASE             

CONTACT Anil Goorahoo, Manager, Corporate Communications Unit, Ministry of Legal Affairs

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION @ 627- 6330       
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